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AMKNDMEj^SJOTHE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application; 

1 . (currently amended) A method for managing inventory supply in a network 
environment, comprising: 

receiving a signal from a sensor device at a buyer system, said signal indicating 
that a minimum level specified for a product used in a manufacturing location has been 
reached[ f ]i 

wherein said level is: 

set by an adopted business rule; and 
measured by an on-hand quantity of said product; 
receiving a demand note from said buyer system requesting restocking of said 
product, wherein said demand note was created in response to said signal and includes a 
requested quantity; 

querying a local inventory database for a supply availability status in response to 
said demand note; 

transmitting said demand note to a local inventory system for said restocking oT 
said product when said querying a local inventory database indicates that said requested 
quantity of said product, is locally available at said buyer system; 

querying a vendor inventory system for said supply availability status when said 
querying a local inventory database indicates that said requested quantity of said product 
is not locally available at said buyer system; 
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transmitting a purchase order to said vendor inventory system 
when said querying a vendor inventory system indicates that said requested quantity of 
said product is available from a storage tocation associated with said vendor, said 
purchase order including said product aud said requested quantity; and 

transmitting said purchase order to a factory for manufacture of 
said product when said querying a vendor inventory system indicates that said requested 
quantity is not available from a storage location associated with said vendor. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising specifying a 
maximum level acceptable for said product to control said requested quantity, 

4. (currently amended) A storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for managing inventory supply in a network environment, the storage 
medium including instructions for causing a computer to implement a method 
comprising: 

receiving a signal from a sensor device at a buyer system indicating that a 
minimum level specified for a product used in a manufacturing location has been 
readied [J; 

wherein said level is; 
scLkyjiiyj^ 

measured by an on-hand quantity of said product; 
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receiving a demand note from said buyer system requesting restocking of said 
product, wherein said demand note was created in response to said signal and includes a 
requested quanlity; 

querying a local inventory database for a supply availability status in response to 
said demand note; transmitting said demand note to a local inventory system for said 
restocking of said product when said querying a local inventory database indicates that 
said requested quantity of said product is locally available at said buyer system; 

querying a vendor inventory system for said supply availability status when said 
querying a local inventory database indicates that said requested quantity of said product 
is not locally available at said buyer system; 

transmitting a purchase order to said vendor inventory system when said querying 
a vendor inventory system indicates that said requested quantity of said product is 
available from a storage location associated with said vendor, said purchase order 
including said product and said requested quantity; and 

transmitting said purchase order to a factory for manufacture of said product when 
said querying a vendor inventory system indicates that said requested quantity is not 
available from a storage location associated with said vendor. 

5. (canceled) 

6. (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 4, further comprising 
instructions for causing said computer to implement; 
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specifying a maximum level acceptable for said product to control said requested 
quantity. 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (previously presented) The system of claim 16, wherein said factory produces said 
product for use by said buyer system. 

9-11 (Canceled) 

12. * (previously presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising facilitating billing 
activities between said vendor system, said buyer systems said manufacturing location 
and said factory. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising receiving 
notification that said requested quantity of said product has been delivered to said 
manufacturing location pursuant lo said demand note. 

15. (previously presented) The system of claim 1 further comprising receiving 
notification that said requested quantity of said product has been delivered to said 
manufacturing location pursuant to said purchase order. 
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1 6. (currently amended) A system for managing inventory supply in a network 
environment, said system comprising: 
a network; 

a host system in communication with said network, said host system including 
instructions to implement a method comprising: 

receiving a signal via said network from a sensor device at a buyer system, 
said signal indicating that a minimum level specified for a product used in a 
manufacturing location has been rcached[,]; 
wherein said level is: 

p et hv an adopted busi ness rule: and 
measured by an on-hand quantity of said product; 
receiving a demand note via said network from said buyer system 
requesting restocking of said product, wherein said demand note was created in 
response to said signal and includes a requested quantity; 

querying a local inventory database for a supply availability status in 
response to said demand note; 

transmitting said demand note via said network to a local inventory system 
for said restocking of said product when said querying a local inventory database 
indicates that said requested quantity of said product is locally available at said 
buyer system; 
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querying a vendor inventory system for said supply availability status 
when said querying a local inventory database indicates that said requested 
quantity of said product is not locally available at said buyer system; 

transmitting a purchase order via said network to said vendor inventory 
system when said querying a vendor inventory system indicates that said 
requested quantity oTsaid product is available from a storage location associated 
wiili said vendor, said purchase order including said product and said requested 
quantity; and 

transmitting said purchase order via said network to a factory for 
manufacture of said product when said querying a vendor inventory system 
indicates that said requested quantity is not available from a storage location 
associated with said vendor. 



51134 

SNI.-002S 



7 



PAGE 9/17 * RCVD AT 3/1612004 3:23:36 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0»EFXRF-1/2 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:8602860115 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-26 



